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Hotel del Coronado 
Coronado, California 

My husband, Luis, and I spent our wedding night at the legendary Hotel del Coronado, a white 
wood castle on the southern California coast. This was no easy feat our wedding was planned at 
the last minute and held just three days before Christmas, a season when the hotel is at its busi-
est. Nonetheless, as magnificently as it has greeted railroad tycoons, movie stars, and U.S. presi-
dents from Franklin Roosevelt to Bill Clinton, this Victorian castle by the sea welcomed my new 
husband and me. 

The Hotel del Coronado was opened in 1888, and its red turret and white tiered structure attest to 
that era in California's history. In those days the balmy breeze wafted in the rich and famous. 
(The Prince of Wales supposedly met Wallis Simpson, a Coronado housewife, at a reception in 
the Grand Ballroom.) Visible evidence of the hotel's history is delightfully displayed in the His-
tory Gallery, a corridor of photographs chronicling the hotel's countless parties and important 
visitors over the past century. 

Like many before us, Luis and I entered the hotel's imposing lobby, gloriously lit by 19 rose-
colored Parisian torchères. The center of the lobby was dominated by an exquisitely decorated, 
30-foot Christmas tree, around which many of the hotel guests had gathered to chat or just to 
soak up the atmosphere. Luis and I had made sure to request a room in the hotel's original build-
ing; rooms there have been refurbished but retain many of the original architectural details. With 
its ceiling fan, veranda, and ocean view, the room could not have been more romantic. 

The hotel has three restaurants: the Ocean Terrace, the Crown Coronet Room, and the Prince of 
Wales. We chose the last for its views of the Pacific. Coronado Island also offers several excel-
lent restaurants. One favorite is the Chart House, built in 1887 and originally the site of the ho-
tel's boathouse. -Stephanie Levin-Gervasi 

Hotel del Coronado, 1500 Orange Ave.; 619-435-6611; 691 rooms; $154-$359.


